
The   R.E.   Report 
  

Allegheny   Unitarian   Universalist   Church                        Pittsburgh,   PA                        Fall   2020   
  

   Allegheny’s   Longest-Time   Member:   Jill!   
  

Jill   Brethauer   said   that   she   was   a   boring   kid.   (And   then   she   laughed.)   
  

“I   liked   to   go   to    Lake   Erie    and   I   liked   to   ride   bikes,   I   liked   to   play   
with   my   friends,   and   I   liked   to   cook   when   I   was   a   kid.   When   we   were   
still   in   elementary   school,   two   friends   and   I   had   a   cooking   club.   Each   
month,   we   went   to   one   of   our   homes   and   prepared   and   served   dinner   
for   the   family!”   
  

“I   followed   all   the   rules,”   Jill   said.   “Isn’t   that   kind   of   boring?   You   
should   break   a   rule   every   once   in   a   while.”   
  

Jill   grew   up   in   West   View,   a   suburb   of   Pittsburgh   about   10   miles   away.   
  

She   said   that   her   first   job   was   “probably   babysitting   or   pulling   weeds   
on   the   terrace”   when   she   was   in   elementary   school.   Also,   one   summer   her   mother   paid   her   a   dime   
for   each   cotton   shirt   that   she   ironed.     
  

“I   think   now   I’m   the   longest-term   member   of   this   church,”   Jill   said.   “And   I’ve   been   coming   here   
since   I   was   four   years   old—that’s   a   long   time.”   As   a   child,   she   attended   Sunday   school   at   Allegheny   
UU   along   with   her   two   younger   siblings,   Charles   and   Janet.   At   the   time,   the   name   of   the   church   was   
“North   Side   Unitarian   Church.”   
  

Jill   and   her   brother   Charles   in   West   Park,   Easter   1954.     “I   would   have   been   
in   kindergarten,   and   my   brother   would   have   been   3,   soon   to   turn   4.   It   looks   as   if   
we   each   had   trimmed   our   ‘bangs’   ourselves!   After   church,   Mom   took   us   across   
the   street   and   we   may   have   visited   the   Aviary,   which   was   new   (opened   in   the   
early   1950s).   West   Park   looked   pretty   with   all   the   tulips   blooming.   The   
memorable   aspect   of   this   day   was   that   we   then   walked   to   the   corner   of   West   
North   Avenue   and   Federal   Street   to   wait   for   the   streetcar   to   take   us   to   my   
grandparents’   house   in   what   is   now   called   Perry   South.   While   waiting   for   the   
streetcar,   my   hat   blew   away   into   the   middle   of   the   intersection.   My   brother   ran   
out   into   the   intersection   without   looking   and   retrieved   my   hat.   Mom   had   a   fit   and   
gave   us   both   a   lecture   about   staying   on   the   sidewalk,   always   looking   before   you   
cross   the   street,   et   cetera.”   
  

“We   had   a   small   Sunday   school   here   before,   but   lively.   I’m   very   happy   to   see   the   kids   here   now,   who   
are   probably   about   the   same   size   of   a   group,”   Jill   said.                                                       (continued)   

  
  
  

 
 



  
Jill   learned   about   world   religions   in   Sunday   school.   “I   remember   making   a   report   about   Buddha   when   
I   was   in   about   third   grade.   Sunday   school   met   before   the   church   service   started,   and   parents   came   to   
hear   our   reports.   Partway   through,   I   forgot   Buddha’s   name,   and   my   Mom   had   to   give   me   a   hint   to   get   
started   again.   (My   Dad   missed   the   whole   thing,   because   he   was   getting   ready   to   give   the   sermon   in   
church.)     

  
Charles    Brethauer    in   West   Park.    “Some   of   the   buildings   on   West     
North   Avenue   show   through   the   foliage.   I   think   the   main   building   is     
the   former   Emich   Apartments   at   the   corner   of   Palo   Alto   and   West     
North   Avenue.   My   Grandma   had   made   my   brother’s   suit.    It   was     
wool   and   itchy.   Check   out   his   old   man   hat,   too!”   
  

“After   Sunday   school,   we   kids   sometimes   visited   the   Aviary   or   
climbed   on   the   cannon   from   the   Battleship   Maine.   Also,   sometimes   a   
friend   from   Sunday   school   and   I   played   duets   in   church.   I   was   in   fifth   
or   sixth   grade   and   she   was   a   year   older.   She   played   the   violin,   and   I   
played   the   oboe.   The   church   soloist   accompanied   us   on   the   piano.”   
  

Jill   went   away   to   college   and   graduate   school,   then   returned   to   the   
church   afterward.   ”I’m   still   here,”   she   said.   “That’s   a   lot   of   years.”     
  

  
Bob   and   Suzanne   (White)   Kemper   
wedding   party,   December   1954.     “Suzanne   
lived   in   West   View,   had   a   wonderful   voice   
and   was   the   church   soloist.   Bob   lived   in   
Fineview   with   his   mother   Marie   Kemper,   who   
was   a   long-time   member.   Both   Suzanne   and  
Bob   were   students   at   Carnegie   Tech   but   
didn’t   know   each   other.    Suzanne   spied   Bob   
from   her   seat   in   the   choir   loft.   In   the   photo,   
we’re   standing   in   front   of   the   door   from   the   
sanctuary   into   the   minister’s   study.   My   dad   
Walter   Brethauer   is   on   the   left.   He   was   the   
lay   leader   and   officiated   at   the   service.   I   am   
the   taller   of   the   two   flower   girls.   It   was   a   
Christmas-time   wedding.   The   females   wore   
green   taffeta   dresses   with   white   velvet   
ribbons.   Flowers   included   red   and   white   
roses.   The   reception   was   on   the   first   floor   of   
the   Unitarian   House.   I   recall   being   concerned   because   Marie   Kemper,   who   was   a   lovely   lady,   took   my   bouquet   
and   balanced   it   on   the   outside   windowsill   of   one   of   the   casement   windows   in   the   room   to   the   left   when   you   enter   
the   Unitarian   House   (that   is,   the   former   dining   room).   She   thought   that   putting   the   flowers   out   there   would   help   to   
keep   them   fresh   longer—and   she   was   right!   But   I   wanted   to   hold   my   flowers!   By   the   way,   my   grandma   made   my   
flower   girl   dress.   For   the   wedding,   it   was   floor-length.   Afterward,   Grandma   cut   it   off   and   made   it   street-length,   and   
that   became   my   party   dress.   I   later   wore   the   same   dress   to   another   wedding   in   our   church   (for   which   I   was   a   
guest—not   a   member   of   the   wedding   party).   I   still   have   the   fabric   that   Grandma   cut   off,   as   well   as   the   doll   that   
Suzanne   gave   me   as   a   gift   for   being   in   the   wedding.”                                                                                  (continued)   
  



  

Jill   listed   the   reasons   she   kept   coming   to   church   at   
Allegheny   UU:   “I   love   the   people   here,   I   like   that   it’s   
a   Unitarian   church,   I   like   our   service   orientation,   and   
I   like   social   justice.”   
  

Jill   has   remained   healthy   during   the   pandemic.   
“Mostly,   I   stay   at   home,   but   sometimes   I   put   on   a   
mask   and   go   to   the   store   or   do   some   errands   or   take   a   
walk.   I   enjoy   working   in   my   yard,   plus   I   have   a   lot   of   
Zoom   meetings   that   relate   to   my   volunteer   activities.   
On   Sundays,   I   like   to   attend   church   and   see   everyone   
via   Zoom.   In   addition,   I   enjoy   talking   on   the   phone   
with   my   brother   and   sister   and   my   friends.   I   also   try   
to   talk   with   my   cat,   Rocky,   but   he   never   answers!”     
  

The   females   in   the   Kemper   wedding   party.     “Check   out   
my   frizzy   curls,   which   many   first-grade   girls   had   at   that   time,   
thanks   to   ‘Tonette’   home   permanents!”   The   maid   of   honor,   
on   the   left,   is   Suzanne’s   sister   Louise.   “The   other   flower   girl   
and   the   bridesmaid   were   neighbors   of   Suzanne.   Both   died   at   
relatively   early   ages,   as   did   Bob   Kemper.   Suzanne   died   in   
2020.   I’m   happy   that   my   parents   and   sister   and   I   attended   
her   eightieth   birthday   celebration   in   the   Lowell,   
Massachusetts,   area;   and   I   attended   her   ninetieth,   also   in   
Lowell.”   

  
  

  

  

  

   Did   you   know?    Jill’s   favorite   ice   cream   is   raspberry   chocolate   truffle .  

  Spotlight   on   Liz   

  
  

“My   favorite   food   of   all   time   is   sushii — specifically,   
yellow   tail,”   said   Liz   Dell.   She   also   loves   Indian   food   
and   said   she   enjoys   eating   almost   anything.   “I   love   
food,   I   really   do.”   
  

When   asked   about   her   favorite   name,   Liz   said,   “My   
favorite   name   is   my   name,   because   it’s   mine.”   
  

Liz   explained   how   her   two   daughters,   Pauline   and   
Sarah,   came   to   be   named.   “My   husband’s   name   is   
Paul.   In   his   family,   one   person   of   every   generation   has   
a   version   of   the   name   Paul.”   Sara   is   also   a   family     
                                                                 (continued)   
  

Jim   Sheets   serenaded   Liz   on   her   birthday   at   the   
Religious   Education   Listen   and   Love   party   in   February.     



name.   Three   years   before   Liz   was   born,   her   parents   had   a   stillborn   baby   whose   name   was   going   to   be   Sarah.     
  

Curiously,   Liz’s   younger   daughter   and   Liz’s   mother   have   an   
unusually   strong   natural   bond.   “Sarah   adores   my   mother.   It’s   
more   than   your   standard   attachment.”     
  

Liz   loves   walking   in   the   mountains.   She   said   that   her   favorite   
vacation   in   recent   memory   was   to   the   Smoky   Mountains   down   
in   North   Carolina   and   Tennessee.   “I   love   to   be   in   the   
mountains   on   vacation,”   she   said.   Liz   said   she   would   like   to   
hike   through   the   entire   Appalachian   Trail   someday.   
  

“I   have   been   extremely   fortunate   on   multiple   fronts   during   
the   pandemic,”   Liz   said.   “So   far   my   family   has   remained   
healthy   and   both   my   husband   and   I   are   able   to   work   from   
home,   and   we   have   been   able   to   secure   child   care   for   our   two   
daughters   throughout   the   last   seven   months.   However,   like   a   
lot   of   people   I   am   more   anxious   and   worried   than   before   
COVID,   which   can   translate   into   other   issues.”   
  

Liz   said   that   she   is   doing   okay   during   the   pandemic.   “I   try   to   
get   outside   as   much   as   possible,   which   really   helps — a   couple   
of   my   neighbors   and   I   get   together   for   walks   and   it's   a   great   
way   to   get   some   (appropriately   distant)   exercise   and   social   

interaction   too!   Overall   I   am   hopeful   that   things   will   get   better,   but   like   many   people   I   am   also   worried   
about   what   the   rest   of   2020   has   in   store.”   
  

  

  

Surprisingly,   Jim   Was   Shy   
  

“What   was   I   like   when   I   was   a   kid?   Actually,   I   was   very   shy,”   said   
70-year-old   Jim   Sheets.     
  

Today,   Jim   is   a   performer.   He   has   entertained   the   church   over   the   
years   with   singing   telegrams   and   performances   as   Elmo,   Santa   and   
the   Easter   Bunny.   Jim   also   plays   guitar.   At   64   he   took   private   dance   
lessons,   making   his   lifelong   dream   a   reality.   
  

“I   was   born   in   the   Homewood   area,”   Jim   said.   “Homewood   was   a   
tight   knit   community.   People   helped   people,   everybody   knew   their   
neighbors.   My   dad   volunteered   himself   for   a   ride   share   program.   If   
children   needed   rides   to   school,   he   would   give                 (continued)   

  

4 Did   you   know?      Liz’s   favorite   color   is   purple.   



them.   Parents   were   good   people   and   taught   him   the   values   of   work   and   respecting   other   people.” 
     

Jim   said   that   his   earliest   childhood   memory   is   February   27,   1957,   his   seventh   birthday.   His   mother   had   
baked   lots   of   baked   goods   for   Jim   to   bring   into   Crescent   school.   The   school   was   mixed   by   gender   and   race.   
Jim   said   that   everybody   got   along   at   school,   so   he   didn’t   know   what   discrimination   was   at   that   age.      

     
He   moved   to   Brentwood   in   the   1960s.   Being   shy,   Jim   said   that   he   had   very   few   friends   in   his   new   town.  
When   he   was   16   years   old,   Jim   started   working   in   a   grocery   store   making   50   cents   an   hour   to   buy   a   car.   He   
worked   various   jobs,   eventually   ending   up   at   a   school   district.     
  

Jim   likes   entertainment   and   helping   people,   which   he   said   brought   the   shyness   out   of   him   as   he   became   
good   at   singing   telegrams   and   performing   as   costumed   characters.   “To   be   good   with   kids   you   have   to   be   a   
child   like   me,”   he   said.     
  

Jim   said   that   he   likes   to   help   people   and   see   them   for   who   they   are.   He’s   still   going   strong   in   that   business   
of   “helping   others   and   seeing   them   for   who   they    are   and   bringing   out   the   best   in   them.”   
  

“This   pandemic   has   made   me   look   at   life   in   a   whole   new   way,”   Jim   said.   ”Because   we   have   to   wear   masks   
and   social   distance,   I   truly   believe   we   will   never   get   back   to   normal   again.   And   I   have   accepted   it.”   
  

Jim   said   he   has   closed   down   his   entertainment   business   until   it   is   safe   to   do   it.   He   has   also   done   less   driving   
for   Lyft.   “But   I   am   surviving,”   he   said.   “Hope   all   is   well   with   everyone   at   Allegheny   Unitarian   Church.   I   miss   
all   of   you,   and   I   miss   reading   Time   for   all   Ages.   Take   care,   till   we   all   meet   again.”   
  

  

Lisa   Is   Keeping   Very   Busy   
  

Lisa   Schroth   said   that   three   words   to   describe   her   when   she   was   a   
kid   are    athletic,   artistic,    and    studious .     
  

In   high   school,   Lisa   played   basketball,   softball   and   volleyball.   “I   
was   obsessed   with   sports.   If   the   weather   allowed   I   was   most   often   
outside   playing   some   kind   of   game:   kickball,   pick   up   softball,   or   
attending   a   league   practice   or   game.      
  

“If   the   weather   wasn’t   cooperating,   I   was   often   playing   board   
games   with   friends.   I   grew   up   in   a   neighborhood   with   so   many   kids.   
It   was   fun!   We   often   played   board   games   on   each   other’s   porches   
on   rainy   days.   (A   couple   of   my   favorite   games   were   Payday   and   
Battleship.)”        

       
Lisa’s   elementary   school   softball   coach   gave   her   the   nickname   
“Lash,”   after   the   famous   cowboy   Lash   LaRue.   “That   became   my   sports   identity.”                           (continued)   

  

Did   you   know?       Jim   is   a   big   supporter   of   the   Pittsburgh   Ballet.   

  



The   nickname   stuck:   Lisa’s   high-school   classmates   still   call   her   “Lash”!  
           

Lisa   has   passed   a   love   of   sports   on   to   her   daughters.   “I’m   really   loving   watching   Mandy   and   Leona   learn   the   
game   of   basketball,”   she   said.   “It   has   been   a   real   joy   for   me   because   that   was   my   favorite   sport.”  
  

Arthritis   in   her   hip,   plus   a   lower   back   problem,   keep   Lisa   off   the   basketball   court   these   days.   She   remains   
active   as   a   hiker.   “But   if   I   overdo   it,   then   I   can   easily   be   
immobile.”      
  

When   she   was   a   kid,   Lisa   also   loved   to   draw.   “If   I   wasn’t   
outside   I   would   sit   and   draw   a   lot   of   Disney   characters.”     
  

Lisa   and   her   daughters   gardened   for   a   Religious   Education   
volunteer   project   at   Northside   Common   Ministries   in   July.   
  

In   sixth   grade,   Lisa   won   a   scholarship   to   take   a   drawing   
class   at   the   Carnegie   Museum   of   Art.   “I   took   Drawing   I   and   
II   in   high   school,   but   life   changed   for   me   then   and   I   
walked   away   from   a   lot   of   stuff,   so   I   didn’t   hone   those   
skills,”   she   said.   
  

Today,   Lisa   uses   her   creativity   while   overseeing   a   staff   of   
150   as   program   director   for   Preschool   Early   

Intervention/DART   at   the   Allegheny   Intermediate   Unit.    DART   is   an   early   intervention   program   for   children   
ages   3-5   who   are   experiencing   developmental   delays   or   disabilities.   It   serves    3,763    eligible   children   in   
Allegheny   County.   In   addition   to     planning,   organizing,   administering,   and   supervising   the   program,    Lisa   
makes   sure   that   DART   follows   PA   Department   of   Education   policies   and   procedures,   including   regulations   
related   to   special   education   services.   She   is   also   responsible   for   administering   all   financial   aspects   of   the   
program.      
    

  “You   really   have   to   be   creative   when   you   manage   a   lot   of   people--how   to   use   people’s   time   wisely,   how   we   
can   provide   services   to   people   differently,   how   we   can   support   each   other.”     
  

The   pandemic   has   meant   thinking   creatively   about   new   ways   to   utilize   technology   in   learning.    ”Reimagining   
is   what   we’re   calling   it,”   Lisa   said.   
  

Lisa   spends   lots   of   time   in   online   work   meetings   during   the   week,   so   on   the   weekends   she   makes   sure   to   
enjoy   the   outdoors.   “Fall   is   my   favorite   season,”   she   said.   “I   love   it!   I   always   have.   I   love   the   weather.   I   love   
the   chilly   nights   with   sweaters   and   sweatshirts.   I   also   really   enjoy   football.   “It’s   a   family   tradition.   I   love   
Steeler   Sundays   and   watching   the   Panthers   play.”   
  

Lisa   credits   team   sports   she   played   for   helping   her   get   to   where   she   is   in   her   career.   “My   focus   is   on   
collaboration   and   shared   leadership,”   she   said.   “That   is   my   theme   with   my   staff:   One   of   us   isn’t   as   smart   as   
all   of   us.”   
  

Lisa   said   that   she   is   going   okay,   in   part   because   her   new   job   keeps   her   mind   off   the   pandemic.     
  

“I   do   know   how   to   cope:   walks   in   nature,   making   sure   I   get   away   from   work   for   social   time   with   friends.   But   
truth   be   told,   I   have   moments   of   deep   sadness   about   not   being   able   to   see   my   mom   in                  (continued)   



the   nursing   home.   She   is   declining   rapidly   now   in   her   dementia.   I   want   to   give   her   one   last   hug   before   she   
disappears   completely.   Work   is   how   I   cope   with   my   sadness   over   my   mom.   Work   takes   my   mind   off   of   how   
upset   I   get   about   not   being   able   to   walk   into   that   nursing   home.”     
  

Lisa   said   that   she   also   misses   seeing   her   Allegheny   UU   “family.”     
  

“I   really,   really   miss   seeing   my   Northside   people   in   person.   And   the   hugs!   I   miss   my   church   hugs.”   
  

  

  

Charlie’s   Search   for   a   Comfortable   Faith   
  

When   he   was   a   kid,   long-time   AUU   member   Charlie   Snowden   liked   to   watch   cowboy   westerns   and   cartoons   on   
Saturday   mornings.     
  

Charlie   grew   up   in   a   three-bedroom   house   with   eight   siblings   and   his   parents.   “We   kids   weren’t   allowed   to   
leave   the   yard   until   we   graduated   high   school,”   he   said.   So,   everyone   came   to   play   in   their   yard,   which   had   
three   acres   for   riding   bikes   and   a   basketball   hoop.     
  

“I   was   born   and   raised   a   Catholic,”   Charlie   said.   He   attended   eight   years   of   Catholic   grade   school   and   four   
years   of   Catholic   high   school.     
  

“We   had   to   learn   all   these   rules   of   being   a   Catholic   when   I   was   in   school,”   Charlie   said.   “I   didn’t   think   they   were   
being   all-inclusive.   They   were   very   judgmental   of   some   people   and   sometimes   hypocritical.”   
  

Charlie,   who   has   worn   a   beard   and   mustache   ever   since   graduating   from   college,   earned   a   teaching   degree   at   
Edinboro   University.   Later   he   got   a   counseling   degree   and   tried   to   find   a   job   as   a   school   counselor.   But   budget   
cuts   made   finding   school   jobs   difficult.     
  

Charlie   served   as   a   religious   education   coordinator   for   seven   Catholic   churches,   operating   from   the   South   
Side,   for   two   years.   “Some   of   the   churches   were   territorial,   some   ethnic,”   Charlie   said.   “There   was   a   lot   of   
contention   between   those   churches.   Some   of   the   priests   said   that   they   were   not   in   agreement   with   other   
priests,   which   created   a   difficult   situation.     
  

“That’s   what   started   me   questioning   things.   We   need   to   open   up,   be   more   loving,   worry   about   the   poor   and   
world   situations — not   judging   people.”   
  

Although   Charlie’s   family   remained   very   Catholic   (two   of   his   sisters   became   nuns),   he   started   looking   for   a   new   
church   that   would   better   match   his   beliefs.             (continued)   

  
  

  

Did   you   know?      Lisa’s   favorite   cartoon   is   the   show    Loud   House.      

            “It’s   a   family   of   11   kids.   They   all   start   with   the   letter   L,     
and   there   is   a   Lisa.   It’s   about   the   chaos   of   family,   but   also   the   love.The   show   always   ends   with   the   
message,   ‘Family   is   important.’”   
  



“There   were   different   churches   around   to   pick   from,”   he   said.   Charlie   and   his   wife   went   around   and   checked   
out   different   ones.   “Most   were   judgy   and   wanted   everyone   to   believe   the   same   things,”   he   said.   When   Charlie   
and   his   wife   first   visited   Allegheny   Unitarian   Universalist   Church   in   1989,   there   were   just   six   people   attending.   

  
Charlie   transitioned   from   education   work   to   
construction.   He   helped   build   PPG   Place,   which   had   
seven   tons   of   steel   in   just   one   corner   of   the   roof.   
Charlie   added   a   platform   that   enabled   electricians   to   
set   up   navigation   lights   for   airplanes.     
  

“My   father   was   an   ironworker,   and   I   worked   on   the   
U.S.   Steel   building   as   an   apprentice   one   summer,”   
Charlie   said.   “I   always   liked   climbing.   I’m   not   afraid   
of   heights,   but   I   respect   heights.”   
  

Charlie   retired   seven   years   ago   but   continues   to   do   
home   remodeling   projects.   “I   help   out   with   my   older   
siblings,”   he   said,   “And   I   put   in   two   bathrooms   at   my   
house.”     
  

Charlie   also   maintains   two   duplexes   that   he   owns   
and   rents   out.   “They   are   older   buildings   I   have   to   keep   up.”   
  

Charlie’s   favorite   ice   cream   is   chocolate.   (His   wife’s   favorite   is   mint   chocolate   chip.)   
  

  

  

  

Joe’s   Amusements   and   Church-going   

  

Did   you   know?      Charlie   is   a   regular   platelet   donor   to   blood   banks.   

The   first   job   that   Joe   Mattis   had   was   as   a   penny   
arcade   “mechanic”   (that   is,   repair   person)   at   
Kennywood   Park.   That   was   when    he   was   17   years   
old,   during   his   first   summer   out   of   high   school.   Joe   
had   to   fix   the   Skee   Ball   machines   and   “all   sorts   of   
manually   tracked   shooting   games,   where   there’s   a   
sensor   on   the   rifle   and   there’s   a   belt   and   things   were   
based   on   motors   and   electrical   contacts.”   
  

“I   love   Star   Trek.   It’s   my   favorite   show   ever,”   said   Joe.   
(But   he   hasn’t   watched   “Star   Trek:   Discovery”   yet!)   

He   also   enjoys   video   games.   Joe’s   favorites   include   
Silent   Hill,   Resident   Evil,   and   Abe’s   Oddysee.   All   
three   games   involve   survival   and   horror   (thus   
preparing   Joe   for   life   in   2020!).   
  

Joe   considers   himself   a   cat   person,   though   he   never   
had   a   childhood   pet.   “I’ve   always   loved   cats,”   Joe   
said.   As   an   adult,   he   has   had   cats   named   Tigger   and   
Bambi.   Joe’s   current   pets   are   just   the   “dust   bunnies   
under   the   bed,   maybe,”   adding,   “We   can’t   have   pets   
where   we   rent   right   now.”                            (continued)    



  

  

How   Laura   Found   Unitarian   Universalism   
  

When   asked   about   their   favorite   ice   cream   flavor,   Laura   Conkle   said   “All   ice   cream.”   Laura   even   said   they   
would   eat   broccoli   ice   cream.   
  

Growing   up   in   the   country,   Laura   had   a   puppy,   a   grown   dog,   a   cat,   and   lots   of   hamsters.   But   today   Laura   
considers   themself   more   of   a   “ferret   person.”   
  

Laura’s   first   job   was   probably   babysitting.   “I   was   lucky,   my   Girl   Scout   troop,   they   gave   us   first   aid   
training.   It’s   nerve   wracking   for   sure.”   
  

Laura   explained   the   initial   attraction   of   a   Unitarian   Universalist   church:   “I   was   having   a   hard   time   in   my   life   and   
I   looked   at   the   UU   website   and   the   principles   and   I   just   started   to   cry.   And   Joe   [Laura’s   husband]   asked   me   
why   I   was   crying   and   I   said   ‘I’m   old   and   I’ve   only   just   found   these   people   who   think   like   me.’     
  

“Little   did   we   know   there   was   so   much   diversity   in   UU   churches   in   Pittsburgh.   I   stayed   [at   First   Unitarian]   for   10   
years   trying   to   make   it   work   before   I   came   here.”   
  

Laura   said,   “If   it’s   not   working   for   you,   change   it.   Do   whatever   you   have   to   do   to   love   life.”   
  

Laura   has   been   “hanging   in   there”   during   the   pandemic.   “ Joe   and   I   are   doing   our   best   to   take   care,   do   work,   
and   find   joy.”   
  

  
Joe   has   been   attending   Allegheny   UU   services   for   
more   than   three   years.   “My   wife   [Laura   Conkle]   
started   going   here,   after   going   to   the   Shadyside   UU   
church   originally,”   Joe   said.   

 

 
Joe   and   Laura  

  

    

     

   Did   you   know?   
   Joe’s     favorite     ice     cream     flavor     is     vanilla.        

  
    “Mint     chocolate     chip     is     good,     but     not     quite     the    
     best!”    
  

     

              Did   you   know?      Laura   is   an   artist.   “Creativity   is   for   everyone.   Keep     
                                                                                       making   things   that   weren’t   there   before.”   
  



Ned   in   Real   World,   Game   World   
  

Ned    Schmidgal’s    first   job   was   mowing   his   grandpap’s   lawn   with   a   tractor.   “But   I   got   it   stuck   down   by   the   creek,   
and   he   had   to   help   me,”   Ned   said.   “It   looked   so   interesting   while   I   was   driving   this   tractor.   There   were   
buttercups   down   there,   and   next   thing   I   knew   the   tractor   was   stuck   in   the   mud.”   
  

Ned   said   his   favorite   ice   cream   flavor   is   chocolate   chip   mint.   
  

When   he   was   a   child,   Ned   had   two   pets:   Terry,   who   was   a   toad   from   camp,   and   a   dog   named   Kirby.   
  

“I   have   an   aquarium,   but   it’s   a   work   in   progress,”   Ned   said.   Its   current   residents   are   fish,   including   N eon   Tetras,   
and   snails.   
  

He   said   he   couldn’t   decide   whether   he   was   more   of   a   cat   person   or   a   dog   person.   “I   probably   like   them   both,   
but   where   I   live   right   now   I   can’t   have   either.”   
  

Ned   is   a   fan   of   Minecraft.   “My   daughter   got   me   into   it.   I   always   thought   when   I   saw   it   before,   ‘Oh,   this   is   such   a   
dumb   game,’   but   then   she   showed   me   all   the   cool   things   I   could   do,   and   I   was   like,   ‘Oh,   this   is   actually   a   
a   really   cool   game.’   I   did   the   part   with   the   latest   one   where   you   have   to   defend   the   villagers.   I   
defended   the   villagers,   and   then   they   set   off   the   fireworks   and   everything,   so   that   was   cool.”   
  
  

  
  
  

Ned   (left)   played   a   game   with   Terri   
Hammond,   Maggie   Oates,   Laura   Conkle   and   
Joe   Mattis   at   the   Listen   and   Love   party   in   
February.   
  
  

  
  
  

The   R.E.   Report   is   published   by   Marissa   
Morrison,   lead   religious   educator   at   
Allegheny   Unitarian   Universalist   Church.   
The   articles   are   based   on   interviews   
conducted   by   children   in   the   Religious  
Education   program .   

     

            Did   you   know?      Ned   has   been   attending   Allegheny   UU   services   for     
                                                                                     about   3   years   in   person   (plus   9   months   over   Zoom).   
  


